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Federal Communlcationa COmmission
0tIlce of Secr81lIly

January 6, 2006

Mllrlene H. Doltth, Esquire
SecretaIY
Federal Commumcations ColDIIIission
ThePorta1s
Attention: CGB Room 3-B43 I
445 12th S1l"eIrt, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: KLTV(TV), Tyler, Texas (Facility mNumber 68540)
KTRB(TV). LIlfkin, TllXlIS (FacilitymNwnber 68541)
Reggeot for Eump!ion from die go. CplioDinI! R"IJo"'menp

Dear Ms. Dortch:

CivCo, Inc, ("CivCo'1.lic:ensee of1he above-refcrc:need television statiolIs (the "St8*ions"),
hereby submits, in triplicate and purslllllltto 47 C.F.R. § 79,1(t), a request for exemption from the
dosed captioning requirements for the unsc:ripted, interview ponions oftheir program, "Inside East
Texas," As demonstrated herein, the requested exemption would avoid placing an undue burden on
the Stations. The Cac:tu.I representations asserted herein are supported by the attao:hed Declaration.

KLTV(TV) and KTRE(TV) both operate in the Tyler-Longview (Lufkin & Nacogdoc:hes),
TelW market (DMA Ill). KTRll(TV) is a slIlellite slation ofKLTV(TV). Both stations aU' "Jllside
East TelW," a half-hour public affairs program prodwed by tile Stations, This non-news program
addresses local issues ofc:oncem (e,g.• crime, local c:barity ef1Vn5) and is comprised ofsc:ripted and
unscripted, interview portions. The majority ofthe program, the scripted portions, are cqptioned
using "electronic news room" teclmique r'ENT'~. The interview portions amomtt to qpproximately
ten minutes of the half-hour program BIId are currently not captioned. The program normally airs
SWlllay tIIOIJIings III 10:00 a.1Il on KTRB(TV) and 10;30 a.m, on KLTV(TV) for a total of
approximately 52 episodes per year. The Stations nonnally repeat !he program on Mondays at about
1:40 a.1Il The program is not distributed outside of tile Stations' Ioc:aI service areas or market.

CivCo believes !he Stations' "Inside East Texas" is categorically exempt from lbe
Commission's closed CllPtioning requirerneuts becaulle the program is produced by the Stations, has
limited repeated value, is of local public interest, isbot news progrllllllDing, BIle!, wi!h respect to the
interview portions of!he program, for which the ENT ofcllp1ioning is not aYolilable, The program is
produced on a very low budget basis, is not remuner1ltive in itse~ and is presented essentially lIS It

"public service," 1 As described below, a .onin& requirement for the entire program could result
in such a sufficilllrt economic burden 1bat the program would not be telBVised at all

1 See Clo~ed C"ptirJ1l/ng and Video Descriptt07l ofVid",o Progmmmmg, MM Dockclt No. 95-176,
.Report and Order. 13 FCC Red 3272,11158 (1997), recon. grwaedmpm-t anddenied mpm-t, 13
pee Bcd 19973 (1998) (describing locally produced and distributed non-news progranuning
exePlPtion).



Federal COll\lJlllllications Commission
JllIlUl\tY 6, 2006
Page 2

Out ofan ablllldance ofcaution, we hereby request examption only ofthe interview portions
oillle program from the ColDIDiBsion's closed captiaaiDg requirements based on undue bwdell,
beginning Sunday. January 8. 2006 until St!!!t!lJDber I, 2006. (!be Stations did not air the program
on SIIlIday, January I, 2006.) We feel that given additiOlllll time, we can acquire technology that
would allow us to .on"Inside East Texas" in ow own facilities, with our OWll stafl; at a
reasonable cost. We feel that we can accomplish this in an approximate eight-month time frllll1e.
The scripted portions ofthe progrem would continue 10 be captioaed using BNT during that period.
This request should be dBemed Withdrawn on S;ptember! 2006 if the Cnrnwi..ion !lllS not acted on
it by thelL

Undertbe Conunission's RqJes, the following factors will guide the Commission in
determining whether an undue burden justifies an exemption of its closed captioning requiteffillll1ll:

(i) The nature and cost of the closed cap1ions for the progrllllllllina;
(ii) The impact on the operation ofthe provider or program owner;
(iii) 'Ihe financial resources ofthe provider or progrem owner; and
(iv) The type ofoperations ofthe provider or program oWllCr. 2

We submit that these and other relevant Dctorll support a grant of the instant request for an
exemption ofthe closecI captiOlliDg requirements for only the interview portions of"InsideEast
Texu" during the lIbove-specitied period.

Closed captioning the entire program would impose sigDifican1 costs on the Stations and
impact the StatiO!l5' operations. Two captioning providers, Raycom Post Production and Caption
Colorado, lllItimate it would COSI approximately $19,604.00 and $'2.0,280.00 to caption the ontire
program each year. That amollllts to approximately $377.00 and $390.00 per episode for captioning
costs. The Stations' current production cosls for the program are minimal at approximately $4500.00
annllll1ly. KTRE(TV) produces a quaI1er of the program's episodes, and KLTV('lV) produces the
remainder. Therefore, production costs are split on a75125 ratio with KLTV(TV) shouldering 75%
ofthe production costs. Using Em, captioninll oftha scripted portions ofthe program curreDtly
costs $338.00 annually. The program is currently being produced solely as a public service. Since
we are not able to $CCure advertiaer support for the program, all cosIB are being absorbed by the
StldiODS. Captioning the entire program would amoUllt to a. 300% increase in production costs and
would probably signal the end ofthe program. Because the captioning COSlll for the interview
portions of the program would make the program more expensive, the Stations may be forced to
rep1ace this locally produced program willl a captioned progrem such as those provided by national
or syndicated programming suppliers.

The Stations are trying to get captioning from other sources at a more reasonable cost. We
have contacted several other companies (Vitae, New Day Media. and Excel Reporting and
Associates), and we are awaiting qlllltes from them. However, most production sources contacted
utiliu the Beme twe of captioning process so choosing another source should be no more or less
burdensome than using the companies cited above. Captioning the progtatll in-house would
signifil:8lllly increase production tiule. With a lack of captiDDing technology, the in-house method
would require several hours to transcribe, .script, and llIlcode the program. Cap1ionin,g in~house

2 47 C.F.R § 79.1(£)(2).
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would also l'llqIIire signal degfadation and geoeflltion loss. As such. captioning the interView
portions of the program in-house is not a feasible a1l11rnative at this time.

The Stations are small market television statiDllll, each wi1II a small staffand Iimited1ecbnical
capabililies. "Inside East Texas" does IIOt bring in enough revenue to justify hiring any other
personnel. To close caplion the interview porticms of1IIe program, the Staticms would have to hire
someone for four hours each day, two days per -II, to do this job. It would not be financially
flilllSible to do this, The Stations currently have a twelve person staff that produces the program. The
Stariollll are already investing significant amollllts of its resources to produoe the program. Adding
another employoe is not a viable option since the expense of1he twelve used to procluce UJ.e program
already makes tbe program almost too cost1y to produce. Ifone adds the expense ofclosed
captioning to 1IIe program, as mentioned above, it may result in cancellation of the program since it
would mean additional expense for the Staticms.

The Stations have explored text or graphic display as alternatives for closed cap1ioniDg the
interview portions ofthe program, The porticms where Ibis would be feasible, the scripted portions
of the program, are currently captioned Because the interview portions of1IIe program are
unscripted and ad-lib in nature, a text or graphic display in those portiOllS is unfeasible.

CivCo and the StatiODS are commit1lld to closed captioning lIIld ensuring 1II1It television
viewing is available to 1110 many deaf Md hard rifhearing viewers. The Staticms are exploriag
optiOllS for captioning the UDScripllld portions Ilf"Inside Bast Texas," Nevenhel""s, CivCo believes
that requiring the cillsed captioning of tbe interview portions of1IIe.program at this time would
impose an Wldue burden on the StatiOllS, forcing the Stations to cancel the locally produc:ed program.
Because captioning the interview portions ofthe program would CllUSe significant difficulty and
e>qlllDSe, wer~1y submit that exempting 1bose portions of1he program from the closed
captioning req..uements until September I, 2006 would serve the public in1IIrest

Ifyou noed my further information concerning this request, please contaet me,

!ttiJrt~
Anie L, BeeIa( I
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WASBINGTON, D.C. 2OS54

In the Mattu of )
)
)

CivCo, Inc. )
)
)

FCJ1' Request fur EMI1lJltion from )
Closed Capticming Requirements )

DECLAllATJON

I am 1. Bradley Streit llIld I hold the position ofVice President ofCosmos Broa4casting
Corporation, the pllIent company tIu'ougb subsidiaries ofCivCo, Inc., which is the licensee of
KLTV(TV) IIId Kt:Q.E(TV). I am also the Geaeral Manager ofK!.TV(TV).

The factual matters set forth in the foregoing request for exernptilJll from the closed
captioning requirements for the interview portions of"Inside East Texas" are ITUe to the best ofmy
knowledge and belief. I declare under pllllll1tY ofperjury that the foregoing is true and comet.

By:

January 6, 2006
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 10554

In 1I1e Matter of )
)
)

a~~m~ )
)
)

FOI" Requost for &emption from )
Closed Captioning Requirements )

DECl.t\pmON

I am Artie L. Bedard and I hold the position ofVice PlllSident ofCOSIllos Broadcasting
Corporation. the parent company through subsidiaries ofCj~o. me., which is the licetlo'llo of
KLTV('lV) and KTRE(TV). I un also the General Manager ofKTRB(TV).

The factual matters set forth in the foregoing request for exemption from tho closed
captioning requirements for the interview ponions of"Jnsicle EastT_" llI"\l true to the best of my
knowledge and belief. I declare Wider penalty ofperjury that the foregoing is tnIIl and correct

JanlllUY 6, 2006


